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Youths speak on indigenization policy  

 

YOUTH activists have said that the indigenization policy will 

not create employment, despite the ruling party Zimbabwe 

African National Union Patriotic Front (Zanu-PF) currently 

mooting to relax compliance with the controversial economic 

policy for potential investors. 

 

National Youth Development Trust (NYDT) Executive Director 

Liberty Bhebhe said the policy, which was ostensibly crafted to 

rectify post-colonial imbalances, has been unattractive be-

cause of its funding model. 

“I think the funding model was poor from the onset 

because you cannot just say you want to take away 

someone’s company without compensation,” said 

Bhebhe. 

“There was need to formulate a mechanism of buying 

shares. 

“Further, a blanket application of the Indigenization 

Act was not going to work, but a sector by sector ap-

proach.” 

 

Bhebhe said the government did not seem to have a viable 

policy of creating employment, saying the Indigenization Poli-

cy and the Zimbabwe Agenda for Sustainable Socioeconomic 

Transformation (ZimAsset) five-year economic blueprint were 

not workable for industrial revival, or employment creation. 

“I do not think that they have a trajectory towards 

employment creation,” said Bhebhe. 

“They wanted to revive the industry using ZimAsset, 

which is merely an implementation 

framework for a policy that does not 

exist. 

“Indigenization does not create em-

ployment, but provides a fertile 

ground for the destruction of indus-

try. 

“So there is no framework for employment creation 

currently.”  

 

Youth Development, Indigenization and Economic Empower-

ment Minister Hon. Francis Nhema met a delegation of civil 

society facilitated by Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition on Monday, 

June 2, where he clarified that government would not change, 

or review the Indigenisation law. 

 

The Minister complained that the economy was in a fix since 

Zimbabwe was not producing anything as it was importing a 

lot of products from South Africa and other countries. He not-

ed the need to rejuvenate industry and production in Zimba-

bwe. 
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He stated that there was a difference between reviewing a law 

and agreeing on a period for compliance with the law.  

 

Nhema said that if investors wanted to bring their knowledge 

for the benefit of the country, then government was flexible to 

negotiate on a model for compliance within a specified period 

in line with the 51% local ownership thrust.  

 

He said that there were no negotiations in terms of any deal 

with regards to natural resources such as minerals and con-

servancies. 

 

The government has been relooking at  the compliance time-

lines for investment deals with the indigenization policy, which 

although it claims was the centre-piece its election winning 

manifesto last year, has consistently been blamed for the cur-

rent failure to revive industry and mop up high levels of unem-

ployment, especially among the youth. 

 

Despite projections of “unlocking value” in the form of billions 

of dollars from the economy through the policy and crafting 

the Zimbabwe Agenda for Sustainable Socioeconomic Trans-

formation (ZimAsset) five-year economic blueprint, the gov-

ernment is nowhere near creating the 2.2 million jobs it prom-

ised towards the 2013 elections. 

 

Glanis Changachirere, Director of the Institute for Young 

Women Development (IYWD) said young people would wel-

come a shift of the policy even where it meant the govern-

ment would be inconsistent with its initial stance. 

“I think it is a good thing to shift the policy,” she said. 

“When we seek to have policy consistency, we must 

also look at whether it is workable and responds to 

the challenges that face the country. 

“We need to look at the context. 

“Our problem is not who owns what, it is also about 

responsible leadership and attracting investment for 

economic growth.” 

 

Changachirere said corruption was compounding the lack of 

investor confidence in Zimbabwe, following revelations of cor-

ruption and malfeasance in parastatals. 

“I think the issue of failure to revive industry is not 

more about the policies, but the prevailing govern-

ance system. 

“We need more transparency, commitment and an 

accountable government,” said Changachirere.  

Conflict over Chisumbanje ethanol plant rekindles 

Chisumbanje – THE conflict pitting the owners of the ethanol project in Chisumbanje supported by local politicians versus the 

community has rekindled, following the disbanding of an inter-ministerial committee and alleged sidelining of a local repre-

sentative committee after the July 31 General elections last year. 

 

Both committees were working to enable dialogue between the company co-owned by Ardar and private investors, and the 

community who have been complaining about problems such as the grabbing of their land and pollution of natural water 

sources such Jerawachera river. 

 

The now defunct Inclusive Government had set up the inter-ministerial committee chaired by then Deputy Prime Minister Pro-

fessor Arthur Mutambara to look at the issues, who set up a District Ethanol Plant Implementation Committee (DEPIC). 

 

Claris Madhuku, the spokesperson of the District Ethanol Plant Committee (DEPIC), said these previous efforts had managed to 

diffuse tensions. 

“Between November 2012 and July 2013, all issues that arose were being resolved at the District Committee,” said 

Madhuku. 

“However, after July 31, the Zanu-PF politicians had to destroy and undermine the district committee because they 
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thought it would dilute their power as some of us are thought to be aligned to the MDC (Movement for Democratic 

Change). 

“Relations soured again after the disbanding of the inter-ministerial committee and when Enock Porusingazi 

(Chipinge South Member of Parliament) started to sideline the DEPIC and the Community.” 

 

On May 18, the company reportedly cropped over people’s crops which led to a petition to government being also endorsed 

by international organisations like Kasa, Solisonds and Fepa after lobbying by Platform for Youth Development Trust (PYD), 

where Madhuku is the director. 

 

He claims that clashes have arisen again between villagers and law enforcement agents as well as company officials, with 

Porusingazi being on the forefront of siding with the company’s alleged intransi-

gence. 

“As we stand, the situation in Chisumbanje and Chinyamukwakwa has 

come back to the era before we established the district committee. 

“The situation is characterized by police clashing with villagers, commu-

nity members being wantonly arrested for fictitious issues, a high level of 

conflict and politicization of issues. 

“When you are complaining about the company you are deemed to be 

an MDC supporter, when you are siding with the company you are 

deemed to be a Zanu-PF supporter. 

“When DEPIC was there it allowed dialogue, understanding and imple-

mentation. 

“The community is arguing for benefiation, and the company to comply with the laws of the country such as corpo-

rate social responsibility which is well-defined through dialogue not imposition.” 

 

Madhuku, the PYD director said the community was lobbying for the restoration and reinvigoration of the committee which 

was a multi-stakeholder platform. 

 

The 21-member DEPIC was chaired by then District Administrator Mr. Mazisa (government official), included PYD Director 

Madhuku as spokesperson (civil society), councilors (local politicians), Rasel Zuze (deputy ethanol company director) and 

Graeme Smith (ethanol company director) among other important stakeholders. 

“On the 10th of April, after the committee engaged PYD and me as the spokesperson of DEPIC, we appeared before 

the Parliamentary Committee on Youth and Indigenisation and invited them to come to Chisumbanje. 

“The current efforts we are launching as a community supported by Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition is to demand DEPIC 

to be brought back. 

“We demand government protection for the community. The community is very weak because issues to do with land 

are emotive. 

“The government must diffuse the conflict once and for all.” 

 

Madhuku urged the company to meet its promises to the community such as employment of 75% of employees from the 

community. 

He added: “The Company said those whose land has been encroached upon would be compensated. 

“People lost their livestock after Jerawachera river was poisoned by effluent from the ethanol plant.”  

Claris Madhuku, PYD Director 

The Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition is a broad based civil society network of over 72 active members comprising churches, women’s groups, social 

movements, residents associations, labour unions, human rights lawyers, and health professionals. It was formed in August of 2001 to focus on democracy, 

human rights, good governance and sustainable development issues – working locally, regionally and internationally.  


